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. Abraham ſaith unto him, They bave Moſes and 
the Prophets ; lt them bear them. 

And be ſaid, Nay, father Abraham : but if one 
went unto them from the dead, they will 
repent, | 

And be ſaid unto him, If they bear not Moſes 
and the Prophets, neither will they be per- 
'ſnaded, though one roſe from the dead. 


given us to convince us of the Truth and Au- 
thority of the New:Teftament, and of all the 
* Dodtrines that are taught by it, 1 have formerl 

propounded to ſhew, r. That we have ſufficient Rea- 
ſen to believe that the Books of the New-Zeftament were 
written by thoſe Perſons who are ſaid to be the As-. 
thors thereof ; 2. That there 'is' /uficient Reaſon to 
give full Credit to them in their Relation of .thoſe 
ys of Fa# which they have recorded ; And, 
3. That if the Matters of Fa@ therein recorded are, 
true, they are ſufficient Proofs of the Truth and Divine 
Authority of all the Do&rines that are therein taught. 
And the two firſt 'of theſe Points I have, hope, al-' 
ready made good. | 

| proceed now to the third ;\ v7. 

3. To ſhew, That the Dotrine of the Go/pelis well 
grounded' upon the ZZitory of it ; That it the Mat- 
ters of Fa recorded'inthe New-Teſtament are true, 
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T: Order to ſhew that we have ſufficient Reaſon 
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4 The DocTRINE of the Goſpel 
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they are ſufficient Proofs of the Truth and Divine Au- 
| thority of all the Dottrines that are therein taught. 
q And here, 'by the- Dofrines of the Goſpel, 1 under- 
| ſtand both the Articles of Faith which it propoſes to 
our Belief, and the Rules which it preſcribes to 'our 
Practice. Many of the former of which are them- 
ſelyes Parts .of. the Goſpel Hiſtory, as the incarnation, 
| Life, Sufferings, / Death, Reſurreftion and Aſcenſion of 
| ; . our Saviour; and the reſt, of both ſorts, are taught 
in the New Teſtament, either by our Saviour himſelf, 
or by his Apoſtles.” | 
And'I ſuppoſe-it-will .be .readily granted that all 
their Doctrines. are true, and alſo of divine Autho- 
i} rity, if it ſhall appear that they were commiſſoned and 
| 


fent by God to inſtract the World; for he whom 
f God hath ſent | ſpeaketh the words:of God, Joh. ili. 34-./ 
[1 | - The ſingle Point therefore to. be conſiderd at this 
Wn time, is, whether-there' be ſufficient Evidence from 
#| the Matters of Fa recorded in the #7iſtory of the 
New Teſtament, that our Saviour. and: his . Apoſtles 
1 _ commiſſioned and ſent by God to -inſtruct the 
= | orld. | TR | } 
t if | And firſt, Whether - there. be ſufficient. Evidence <. 
i} from thence that our Saviour himſelf. was a Teacher 
IF fent from God. ns 
EF I --Now-that he /aid he was ſent from God; is-a Mat- 
Kt | "ter-of 'Faft, and a part of the v4 Hiſtory, Joh. 
E þ See Joh. 5. 37, Xit. 49. - £ have - not ſpoken -of my ſelf,” but the Father 
F ot 30, 8. 35 14+ which ſent me, he gave" me-' a Commandment what 1 
| TEM ſhould fay, and what T ſhould ſpeak.  _- 1 
if And that he faid that he was/the Meftah which 
| | had been foretold by the Prophets, is likewiſe Mar- 
| ter of Fad, -and a Part of the ſame Hiſtery, Joh. 1v. 
25, 26, The Woman of Samaria ſaith unto wo F4 
gt now 


7 


well proved by the HisTory of it. 


5 


now. that Meſſias cometh which 4 called Chriſt: when Mat. 1616,17, 
+ Mar. 9. 41. 


he is come, he will te us all things; TFeſws. ſaith unto 
him, 1 that. ſpeak unto thee, am HE. | 
The Queſtion therefore is,' whether from the things 
which. are recorded of him by the Evangeli/ts, there 
be- ſufficzent Ground to believe the Truth of ezther or 
both theſe Pretences; 1 fay of either or both of them, 
becauſe either of them is a ſufficient Reaſon to receive 
his Doctrine as True and Divine. For which cauſe 
therefore I ſhall nor, in ſpeaking to this SubjeQ; di- 
ſtinguiſh between the Evidences which the Goſpel-277- 
tory affords of his being a Prophet, and thoſe which it 
affords of his being the Meſſiah, but ſhall propoſe 
them promiſcuouſly as they come to mind, 
.. And here I ſhall conſider, Firſt, The Credibiliry 
of our Saviour's own Teſtimony concerning himſelf; 
and. Secondly, . The Confirmation. that* was given to 
this Teſtimony by God; grounding, all that ſhall be 
faid on-both theſe Heads, upan the Goſpe/-Zihſ/tory ; 
the Truth of which I now take for granted, as being, 
I hope; already ſufficiently provd. 
Firſt then, I ſhall'conſfider the Comte of our 
Saviour's own. Teſtimony. concerning himſelf, when 
he faid that he was "oe by God,” and thar he' was 
the Chrift-the Son of God. | | 4 
And .1 know *tis commonly faid that a Man is not 
to be believed in his. own Caſe. And this very thing 
was objected to our Saviour by the Jews, Joh. viii. 13. 
Thou beareſt Record of thy ſelf, thy Record is not true: 
But this Saying is not without ny” ny oy 
| When indeed what a Man' witneſſes is for. his awn 
Benefit,” his Teſtimony, if it be ſingle, may reaſons+ 
bly | be. rejected ; eſpecially, 'if any Proof be made 
other 
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Luke 24. 46. 
Joh, Ho 47» 


that ar other times he hath told a £ye; or done any 
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Joh. 8. 14. 


x Pet. 2. 22. 
x Pef. 1. 19. 


- other 22 thing for his rode} But otherwiſe a 


Man's Teſtimony 'concerning himſelf may be credible ; 
nay.in ſome caſes it may be more credible than ano- 
ther Man's ; becauſe he may. ſometimes be-/xrer of 
what he fays concerning himſelf than another Man 
could be. And therefore our Saviour, who in Job. 
V. 31. allows of the Reaſonableneſs. of that Saying ; 
If T bear witneſs of my ſelf my Witneſs is not true ; yet 
when this very thing was hcrwitth objected to him 
by the Phariſees, in the Place before-cited, ' makes an- 
{wer in the following words; Tho 1 bear Record of 
my ſelf, yet. my Record is true, for T know whence I 
came, Qc. 2 

And that the Teſtimony of our Lord concerning - 
his own divine Mifſion was ſuch as we might rationally 
give Credit to, tho' we had no other Evidence of it, 
will, 1 fappoſe, ſufficiently appear, if theſe following 

hings be conſiderd. _ Os. 

I. That his whole Life (according to the Acconnt 
that is given of it by the Evangelifts, which we now 
build upon, as true) was in all 'ReſpeRts Iperkefs and 
uablameable ; He did no Sin, neither was Guile found 
in bis Mouth ; He was « Lamb without Blemiſh and 
without ſpot. And this he himſelf urges 8s a Reaſon 
why. his Teſtimony ought tobe credited; Joh. viti. 46. 
Which of you NES me of Sin? and if 7 fay the 
Truth why do ye mot believe me? And a very good 
Reaſon. it was 3, ' for it could not juſtly be Auſpe- 
ed, that a.Perſon of whom no-other itl thing could 
be ſaid, . was yet indeed in the whole Courſe of his: 

ale guilty .of a Crime. of the greateſt Magnitude, 

2x2. of Lying.in the, Name of 'God ; of ſaying, that 

the Lord bad ſexe him,” when indeed "the Zord ha 
got ſent him, nor ſpoken'by him. oo - 
| 2, It 


i well proved by the HisTorY of 1t. 


© 2. It may be alfo conſider'd, that this Teſtimony 


of 'our Lord,  tho' it was concerning himſelf, yet 
was not for himſelf; | mean it was nor for his own 
worldly Advantage. And this Conſideration he him- 
lf likewiſe offers 'to the Fews, as an Argument of 
the Truth of his Teſtimony, Fob. vii. 18. Ze that 
Speaketh of himſelf ſeeketh his own Glory ; but he that 
ſeeketh his Glory that ſent him, the ſame is true, and 
#0 unrighteouſneſs is in him. Had the DoErine of 
our Lord, 'which he pretended was what God had 
commanded him to'teach, | been contriv'd to advance 
the Worldly Honour and Greatneſs of himſelf or -his 
Followers, this would have þeen a juſt Prejudice 


againſt it, and a reaſonable Ground of ſuſpeQing thar 


he ſpake of himſelf ; but when it was evident to all 


that heard his Diſcourſes, (and is no lefs Io to us that 


read them) that he ſought not his own. Glory 'in - 


any thing, but the Glory of him that kent him, and 
that his whole DoQtrine tended to advance the Ho- 
nour of God, and to mp the Pratice of Picty 
and Virtue in the World ; 


. 


this rendred his Teſtimony - 


very credibſe,wherhe faid he was /et by Godto teach 


it to the' World; for when a DoQrine is" plainly 
worthy of God, and according to Godlineſs, it may 
reaſonably be preſumed that God is the Author of it. 


1 Tim. 6. 3 + 


3. It may. be further conſidered, that this Tefti- 


mony of our Lord concerning himſelf was 1o far 
from being 16 his'own Benefit, that it was as much 
As any thing could PO I his Worldly Diſad- 
vantage, 'Expoling him-.to the 'En 

Jews, - and to the Jealouſie of the Romans, and to all 


SY 


Envy and Malice of the - 


the cruel 'Swiferings which he'endared From both of 
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Mat. 16. 31. 
20. IJ» 


ter of his Accuſation to Pilate was tt 
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his own. miſchief. -_. 


And I. know. not what. can be ſaid. to avoid. the 
Force of this Argument for the Truth of our Savivar's 


Teſtimony that: he was ſent. from God, . and that he 


was the. Meſſiah, unleſs it be that he was diſappointed 
in his Expeation ;. and. that he hoped to make him- 
ſelf Rich and Great .in. the, World by theſe Glorious | 
Pretences, tho' in the Event it prov'd otherwiſe. Bur 
the Goſpel-Hiftory furniſhes. us with a, very clear. and 
full - Anſwer, to, this Objeion jin thoſe many. Predi- 
Zions. of our Lord. therein recorded-conceraing ; his 
own Sufferings; whereby it. clearly appears, that: the 


Sufferings which befel him for giving this Teſtimony 
concerrung. himſelf did not, happen to him, wnexpedt- 
edly;” but. that. -he knew Tong before all that after- 
wards. came to'pab.,. And.tl flog Ge Zain,” that 
no-Reaſon can be. imagin'd why he ſhould /ay that he 
was ſent from God, but only becauſe he knew it was 


true, .and had receivd .a Command from his. Father 


to declare this-Truth to the World. © Eſpecially. it it 


be conlider'd further —, 
-.:4- Laſtly, That he. continud to. teſtifie the ſame 
at his Death Weh. Bs; nad;done. before in his Life, 
giving thereby: the beſt Aſſurance that.a Man can give 
of the, Truth of his Teſtimony”; For the main, Mat- 
ter of his Accuſation to P:laze- was that he had given 
out himſelf to be the Meſfah, and the Meſſiah, was. (ac- 
cording to the ExpeRation.of the Jews). to, be a great 
Temporal Xig ; had our Lord therefore bor "Ae 


as 


well proved by the HisToxy of : it. 


this ( Charms, had he but granted that he'was not the 
Meſſizh, he might have ſaved his Life, But this he 
would not do; he difowned indeed the falſe Notion 
that the Jews had of the Meſſiah; my Kingdom, lays 
lie, is not of this World; But that he was a Xing, and 


John 18. 26. 
Mat. 27. Il. 
Joh. 18. 37» 


that he was the Meſſiah he boldly owned, as well when Mar.26.53,64. 


the Queſtion was put to him by the Roman Governor, 
who.had Power of Life and'Death, as when it had 
been - put: to. him before, -by the Z7igh-Prieft. - This 
therefore is aſtrong Confirmation . of the» Truth of 
this Teſtimony of our. Lord; and is alone ſufficient 
to make. it :credible, : that he. witneſſed the ſame good 
Confeſſion before Pontius Pilate, which he had' done be- 
fore his-own Nation, and Scaled his Witneſs with his 
Blood. For 'tis: not to-be ſuppoſed that any, Maa tells 
a known Lye for nothing ; and'it was plainly then too 
hte for ſhim, to hope for any :goodito himſelf. in this 
World by perſiſting .in -this Teſtimony; ; (his only 
Hope had been in retraQting it): and 'tis-not- credible 
that any Man ſhould be ſo tooliſh as to expe to bet- 
ter himſelf in the other World, 'by dying with a Lys 


in his mouth. 


Thus, 1 hope, it appears chat the Te imady of our 
Lord concerning his own divine Miſſion, was credible in 
it ſelf ;' ſo that we might rationally believe, that he 


came from God, and-that he was Chriſt the Sowof God, 


Father. that fent me. 


altho we had only his own! Word for it. 

But we have more than! his own Word for. it; Tam 
ot. alone; ays'he, Job. Vili.:16, &c. but. I and the 
Tt is alſo written in your Law; 
that the: Ti eftimony of two Men is. true; I' am one; that 
nels: of my elſe and. the Father that ſent me 
Witneſs of. me And this was the other thing 
ſed to confer, in order to ſhew the goed Rea» 
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Mar.14.61,62s 
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ſon that we have to believe that our Savior was feut 
from God, and that he was the Meſſiah; wiz. 
- Secondly, The Confirmation that was given to'this 
 Teſtimany of our Lord, by God liimfelf. And this 
was given ſeveral ways. | 
2. God bare him Witneſs by the Teſtimony of ancient 
\ Prophets; And" to this our Saviour frequently ap- 
peals, Foh.-v. 39. Search the Scriptures, for in them 
ye think ye bave Eternal Life, they are they which 
teſtifie of me; And again, wv. 46. Had ye believed Mo- 
| fes, ye wenld have: believed me, for he wrote of me. 
ePet. 3.18,19. And this St. Peter (comparing 'it with that Foice from 
Heavey teſtifying him to be the Son of God, of which 
he himſelf had been'ari Ear-witnefs) calls' a more fare 
word of Prophecy. And indeed it was as certain an 
Evidence of his divine Miffton as could be defird.” © 
For it was a Matter of the greateſt Concern'to the 
World, ' to difcern the promisd Meftah, that ſo they 
ight know in whony to Believe, and from whom to 
exped& Salvation: - And'to ' this End God was'pleaſed, 
by the mouth of all his holy Prophets fince the World 
began, to give ſeveral Marks and Charatters of the 
Meſiah, by which he might be certainly known, and 
readily diſtinguith*d from all Impoſtors; for they 
foretold exaQtly the Time of his Coming, his Pedigree, 
and” the 'Place of his Birth, the manner of Is Life, 
the 7hings he was to de, the Swferings .he was to un- 
dergo, and all the remarkable | &rcidents that were to 
befall him im this World ; all which Predictions were 
punAtually fulfilld in the Perſon.” of our bleſſed S4- 
viour, as muſt be granted by every one*that allows 
the truth of the Goſpel Fifory. ' And this is art unde- 
_ niable Proof that he was the Metab; for it is mani- 
feſtly inconſiſtent with. the 1/7/dom. of God, _—_ 


» 
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well proved by the HisToxv of it. 


he meant to give Marks and Charadters/by which: the 
Meſſiah might be certainly known, to-give only ſuch 
as might belong to another Perſon no leſs than to: him ; 
and it is.no leſs inconſiſtent with his Goodneſs that his 
Providence ſhould ever permit that all the Marks and 
Charafers of the true Mefieb ſhould meet together in 
an Impoftor; becauſe by:this, Mankind muſt have lain 
under . an inevitable Neceſlity of being cheated in a 
Matter .of the greateſt Conſequence to/ their Eternal 
Salvation. . | SY 32s 
But the ancient Prophecies of Chriſt were many of 
them in Types or Figurative Expreſſions, not readily 0 
to beunderſtood'till they were accompliſh'd, nor then 
very caſte to be applied by every one tothe Perſon 
of the true Meffah without the" Help. of. a Teacher. 
How can 1 underſtand what I read - (faid the: Eunuch; as 8. 31. 
even when he was reading'one of the plaineſt Prophe- 
cies of Chrift that | is' in;the Old Teſtament) excepr 
ſome man ſhould guide me? 'And therefore God 'was 
pleaſed to give a yet more certain and diſtin Know- 


. 


ledge of him-to the Men of that Generation 4n which 

he appear'd ;- And this he did=— , oo 

_ 2. By the Teſtimony of Fohn the Baptiſt, who'wass 

burning and a ſhining Light; and did not, as the«for- 

mer. Prophets had done; only lay down. Marks. and 
Charadters, . by 'the' wiſe Application whereof 'Men 

might difcern. the Meftah when they faw him-;: but 
pointed to him, as it were: with his Finger, as he ſtood 

before their-Eyes, ſo:that the ſimplett-among them .; - -: .- 
could not but know-whom he meant;; Beholdftfays © 
he, - \the. Lamb: of God, which taketh away: the Sim of Joh. 1.29, 30. 
the World. This: is he” of whom 'Þ ſatd,- after.-me cos | 
meth a Man which is preferred #efere me. 1 055), ops 

+ FOAGH [Sd $31 Vis 03 IP R Sts BER; T7 


B 2 And 


A GB on raftt eh RE att i REDS DGB Fi. 


VOW> + 7 ver 


£2 The DocrrixnE' of the Goſpel 


And to this'7eſtimony of \ roo Saviour himſelf 
frequently appealed, as'to a Teſtimony (that: was full 
to the purpoſe'and-could not be denied 4 Te ſent unto 

: Fobn, ſays he, and he: bare witneſs: unt the Truth, 
 Mar.21.22.69 Fob. v.32. And when the Chief Prieſts. and Elders 
| queſtion'd him about. his Authority,; he perfetly con- 
founded them-by only asking/them: whether. the Bap- 
tiſm of John was from Heaven or of Men ; for that 
Fohn was a Prophet, altho* he did no;/Miracles, was fo 
evident to all by the wonderful manner of his Birth, 
andthe”; miraculous Circumſtances: that attended it, 
that-they could not;/ and he was: alſo ſo: generally. re- 
ceivid-and' accepted among; the People as: a: Prophet, 
that they dared-not deny it : If, they ſay, :we /bal fay 
of: Men, all the People will flone us,” for they be perſuaded 
., that Fobn was a Prophet ; and yet had they -granted 
this, - which they could-not deny, | they - had anſwer'd 
their own Queſtion, and-ſeenicleartyby what» Autho- 
rity our Sev:oxr ated and taught; for.no Teſtimony 
of his divine Miſſion-could be-plainer-and. clearer than 
that of :Foha was; and-it; was thing granted by the 
Jews, that he is a Prophet without all::doubt: and needs 
no: farther Trial, \ unto whom: another Prophet hears 
Witneſs: PP 37) ry pi Bw63? OM BE. ; 8: 334 3h ay i644 5 

3+ Another-way : by which: God gave Witnels to 
our” :Savionr, that he: was'ſent by him, {and that. he 
was the: Meftab, was by: a Voice from Heaven ;; which 

| — Teſtimony was given him-rhree times. | 
Mat. 3. 36,19. * Firſt; ar his:Baptiſm;. when|being. come:up: out of the 
Marsi-10, 11» wafer the Fleavens opened,” and the Spirit: like-a Dove 
. deſcended” npen:him,” and there came a Voice. from'Hea- 
ven;«ſaying, Thou art my.:beloved Son'in whom: I; am 
. .... wed pleaſed. (And- of this: Voice tis: highly; probable 
$ $t-John -Baptift was an Ear-witneſs; for 'tis faid &- 
| : preſly, 
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well proveg by the HisToRY of tt. 13 
preſly, that he. ſaw the Spirit deſcending; like a Dove John i. rr 
from: Heaven, and abiding on him, and that. was-at the 
ame time that the Voice. was utter'd. | 
A Second. time was. at his 7; ransfiguration- on. the Ex.24. 15-c. 
Mount, when the Glory, of God appearing in 2: Cloud, Mat. 17. 5. 
as it- had anciently us'd:to do, there.came a Voice gut rue 3. 5s. 
of the Cloud: which faid,-. Zhi 3 wy. beloved Son, in 
whom T am well pleaſed, hear ye rig And at. the ut- 
tering of this Voice, three. of his Apoſtles were preſent; « per. i. x9. 
two of which have Figgelieg, the ſame to. us, TE: Jobs t 14% © 
their own Hands. / RR John $. 7. 
A Third tume; was, after the RY, of. Zarus, LEO 
when were. preſent not. only. his. Apeſtles who. .con- 
ſtantly accompanied him, but ſeveral others both. Jews Jok12.20, 206: 
and Greeks. ; And #his Voice. was ſo loud as. to. be 
heard by all that were preſent, | tho” not. by allo; di- 
ſtintly and articulately,, as it was by ſore, who, AS 
*tis probable, 'were..nearer.than the. reſt ; which, Was 
the occaſion, of . that _ Difference that was; among 
the People concerning it ; ſome ſaying that. it Thun- 
dered, and:others,.:that. an Angel [pake to-- him. To 
doubt therefore of. his divine Muſſon whom God thus 
teſtified-.to by. Yoices. from Heaven, $;50 make. God 
himſelf a Lyar, as: the Apoſtle ſpeaks, . becauſe We. Fe>: x Joh. $. 10. 
ceive not the Record that be gave of his Son. - 
4. Another way. by which, God gave. Witneſs.to 
the divine Miſſion of our. Savieur was by enduing lum: 
with, the Gift. of Prophecy, ..or foretelling, things to, 
come. Several Inſtances-.of which we meet with in, Mat- 16. Ro 
the Goſpel-Hiſtory ; for he forerold very. often his OWN: nar. 9-9100 | 
Surlogngs and Death, with all the remarks e,Cir-. 
cray'd: by one. of by "OWN: 'D iples 
- them ſuipefteg.. that there Was a: ie Br 
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| them, 'and the Traytor himſelf knew not.yet the falſe- 
Mat. 26. 34 nefs of his own Heart; ' He told Peter but a few Hours 
before, that he ſhould deny him thrice; when He 
at "the fame time” was 'very confident: of his own 
| - ſtrength, and declard himfelf_refolv'd* to die rather 
Mae.-26. 31+\ than deny him, once ; He" told the reſt of the Diſci- 
ples that they, would all forfake.him, when they eve- 
ry" one 'profeſs'd themſelves refolv'd to ſuffer with 
JM 3: T4. 8: hirm, rather'than leave him ; He __ before by 
(+7. whit Death he ſhould die, and who ſhould'be' inſtry- 
Mat.16.2r:26 MEntal therein ;.. He aſſured his Diſciples that after 
32- 28, 16, three Days he Would rife again, and poli them 
a Place in Galilee, where they ſhould all ſee him ; He 
Prophefied ' that notwithſtanding the Contempt he 
ws in, and the” greater Confempt that his igno- 
minious Death would bring Upon him, © his Religion 
Mat. 24-14 ſhould by their means (a Company of poor "illiterate 
4 wi Fiſhermen) be preached with good ſucceſs'in all Parts 
of the World ; He foretold' likewiſe the utter Deſtru- 
Mat, 24, Ctiotrof Feruſalem and the Temple, 'before that Gene- 
Mar. 1 ration paſled away, and the Diſperſion of the Fews 
Tuk-2!- * into all Nations: ' And ſeveral other things, which: it 
; would take up" too much time now to mention, he. 
foretold ſhould be juſt in that manger in'which' they 

. afterwards came-fo paſs. OO 
Concerning which it'may be noted, that ſome of 
were fulfilled ſoon after they were 1po- 
© punttcal Accompliſhmenr whereof, was to 
beard them ſpoken and faw- them ful-" 
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- filled, ag evident Proof of his Prophetical Spirit, *and' 
"a joſt"Ground” of expeRting the Accompliſhment'of 
...alf" his other Prophecics in their Seafon;. and that 
5 were not, to be fulfilled "tilt 'a goo? while after, 
Ment whereof at the time foretold, and: 
| | long 
—> 


| well proved by the HrsTORY of mt. 


—_— 


fong after the PrediQions thereof had oliberr recorded 
by the Evangeliſts, was a good Evidence to thoſe that 
lived then, and is alfo to us that live now, and ether 
read the Accompliſhment thereof in Hiſtory, or ſee 
the ame with our own Eyes, that he was endued with 
a Divine Spirit ; and likewiſe takes away all reafona- 
ble Ground of a Suſpicion which we might otherwiſe 
have had, that in thoſe Inſtances wherein both the 
Prophecy and the Accompliſhment of it are related by 
the fame Authors, the Prophecies were forged after 
the Events were come to paſs, _ 

Now if this be true (and it is certainly true, if the 
Goſpel- Hiftery be fo) that our Saviour did foretell ma- 
ny things which afterwards happened, and thoſe very 
caſual and contingent things,. de xing wpon pon the 
free will of Men, this was an evident tokerthat he 
® had a divine Spirit; for none can certainly foretelf 
fuch things but God only, or thoſe whom he enlightens 
with his Spirit; And therefore the Prophet” Jaiah 
/ made this. Challenge. 'to. the 7dols of the. Heathen, 
Iſa: 4T. 23. Shew the things that Jha be hereafter, that 
we may know that ye are Gods, ' | 

And if to this it ſhould be objecter that frtute' E 
vents have been ſometimes forerold, by ſuck : Ids Bord 
not: been true Prophets of God, nor lg? | 
Spirit, as by Diviners, Aftrologers cart Foes 
and by the Oracles of the Hearhens ; - this 
granted without, any weaknin 'of the Argurtietit - 
am now upon for the Proof of our Saviours chyine 
Miſſion, 5 46 th 

: For there may be fone future Events reſeerr 
us, and yet depending ſo intirely upon” the Courſe: of 
Natural Cauſes, that unleſs hindred by & Mit IE 
will as certainly come to paſs as the Sun will _ to, 

INOITOW ; 
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h much; better than, we.do the Power and Courie of Na- 

S rure,. may foreſee. and; conſequently foretel!; . and 
When ſuch'a thing is foretold, we, who underſtand 
very little of Nature,. may think it a Prophecy, where- 
as.in truth there.is no more of a Propherical Spirit in 
the Devil when he foretells ſuch things, than there is 
ina skilful Aſtronomer, when he Calculates and fore- ; 

| tellsto.a Minute for ſeveral Apes to.come," the Mo- 

| tions and. Ecliples of the Sun, Moon, and. Planets.. ; 

Mt - And even 1n future Cont? encies, tis no Wonder 

F Il that;; ary Events have. ſometimes. verified, rhe Predi- 

Walt - ions 

well enough, be accounted het without allowing je 
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Con ncies ys "wedo but ſuppoſe, as 
tg INN wy Uh FS Devil hatha per- 


led Jge than. we can, have, .of the Counſehs, 
al ntereſts of Men, that he underſtands 
cir. Tempers and Inclinations, that he hath lived a 
t while, and g's very exact 'obſervations, that 
4; ; RY had a long Experience of. things, and hath 
Fi alſo.a. notable Jagacity- much beyond what is in any 
1; Man ;. for {o even; a. wiſe obſerving and. experiene' 
Man, - may. without a Spirit of Prophecy, fee much 
further before him than Men commonly. do, and may 
for aa by a 'Guesthat Hal rarely fail, a great many 
which, a, les thinking and experienced” Man 
{ thought of d when the thing =} 
8 was foret A may be paſt” the Skill 
RG whether it was forctold "by 'a 
Guels,. or "1, a certain ' Sage of 
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well proved by the; ysToRv of 3+. 


-. And that the/Prediftions: of/Diumers,1andithe-Ora- 
tles of the\Feathens concerning futufe Contingencies; 
have. been no. more: than only probable* ConjeQuures 
(unleſs. when. they -have been;:;borrowed-from' divine 
Prophecies, \as.they. may:haveioften been) is eviderit 
by their uncertain: Accompliſhment; :Some.things ins 
deed have: happened as; .they:\have:been-foretold; but 
others have not ſo-happened-; i and:Becauſe thei Dewil 
could not always' certainly. tell what. the Events: of 
thoſe things would -be which he was Conſulted-with 
about; -he-commonly gave-out: his Qragles-in-ambiguorts 
Expreſſions, that: ſo,| whatever happengrhe: miglit-be 
thought- to have foretold-it- :And;whenthePredi: 
Qiions of any | Perſon. pretending :to Prophecy: 'have 
faild.in ſome Inſtances, 'tho'.in others they have been 
accompliſh'd, this is a certain Argutnent: that:hex 
not cPropheſie by: a. divine. Spirit:, 'atcordingito what 
iS ſaid, Det. XVik-21, 22».1f my Hit thinewhizart, 
How ſhall. we know the word: which the Lord hath»;nat 


ſpoken > When a' Prophet: ſpeaketh in. the: name. of the 
Lord, if the thing fallow. not nor. came to paſs, that iis 
the thing which the Lord hath not ſpoken, \ bunt the:\Pro- 


Phet fath /poken-vit Piefurptumyfir-. im which words: it ,, , 


feems- to:-be imphed »:(tho' at be;not.expreſly faid) 
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that-if the thing foretold)did-come to-;pals,. and: eſpe '** 


cially. that if ofynanys things which: the Prophet-had 
foretold, .and.whigh -could.not;þe fotceknown.by.the 
greateſt Skill in Natural Cauſes, (ſuch as are the: fr 


} 
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Ther] Doctrung of Fs Goſpel: 
"gritfd him, to ; draw Men fromthe Worſhip: of 'the 
trueand: only Got, to'the'Worthip: of Idols. And 
accordingly *tis/obſery'd in r'Sam/iii/ 1.920. that be- 
cauſe the Lord-did let none:of Samnel's words: fall to the 
Ground, all [{rael from Daweven to Beerſbeba knew that 
bw. WAL eftablifbed to be: 4" \Propher of the:Lord:: ' 511 1 
| A008 beforenamed "Exception having ahierefohs: no 
" Blare in outiSawdorr,: for his DoQrinewas; Thou ſhale 
Nat, 4: 10. tn heroin Lord \ thy God,” and him on! ly foale thou ſerve; 
"ry one of thoſe i ray Predidtions 
torrh- (tho': ſeveral 'of »them were? con- 
ir ned wh ths-nioſ> cafual' Events'that could be)'\which 
has 'tior been in/its due time'fulfilled;” we may fafely 
. conclude>that he wass true Propher of God,. and'con- 
ſequently, that he ought to be henkntd to in every 
thing t 'that he #aid;': Qi TU 
ifs Another: Teftimon nn was pious by God: to whe 
Hvine Miſſion 'of our Saviow, ' was by the Power of 
wt) more” and \grezter Miracles than 
ever had-becn-done before fince the beginning of the 
World, . the Relation of which mules up -a.great Part 
| of the Goſpel. Bftory. 
Mar. tr."4;6. + And'to'thelt our Sreonr hineſelf frequently appeals, 
Joh. 10.25, &bto a inoſt/evident Proof that he was fent-by God, 
37, 38. 14.11- and that he was the Son" of God;: Job. v. 36. The 
Works which the Pather hath given me #v finiſh, the ſame 
roving Tdo Bear widueſs of mic That the Father hath 
[+ $3}. 20156-24510] 61 4. 1 
. At indeed #Hubberter Bvidenes.can be defired that 
4 Perſon ſpeaking in the' Nathe-f 'Fod'is ſent by him, 
than” to ſee him HBoithe WPL/e of God;:that is, ' ſuch 
4  but'by"ithe Power 'of God ? 
by thoſe" Who believe" "they are 
truly 


well proved by the: HisTory of it. 


truly related/in the: Goſpel, which/it-is now-fuppoled 
tney: are: 27 2; NAS 10 39 09:29797 61 2515864 
_ if to'this it be ſaid, that: the firſt Oppoſers of 
Chriſtianity both Fews and Gentiles, who either law 
the Miracles 'of our Sav/our, cor had: ſuch-good Aft 
rance thereof fromEye:Witnefles, or Credible Hiſtory, 
that they: could not:deny* them; yet. were-not: thereby 
convinced that he was-a'Prophet' of God, but rather 
thought that he did all his mighty. Works by- Magrct 
Art, and by the Zelp of the Devi/;\Tanbwer,' 1 


* I, That tis a thing--which we cannot: be: ſyre- of, 


that the'true Reaſon why any of thoſe-who ſaw'our 
Saviour's Miracles, or''were:: perſuaded-'of . the Truth 
of them, did yet refuſe to'receive him as. a: Prophet 
ſent from God, 'was becauſe they. were not convinc'd 


that his Miracles were done by a divine Power: z-i/for- - 
Men do not always a& according to their Judgments; - 


for weread of ſome of the Cbref Rulers in; Fob. 1x11/'42. 


_ that they believed on himythat is, they were convine'd - 
in their Judgments, by the mighty Works that he did, 


did not- confeſs bim, teſt. they ſhould be-put ot of the 


that he was the Perſon-he pretended to be, but they 
Synagogue; for: they loved the 


of his which they could-not denyy, toirke-working of 


the Deva, didi not,” nay-:copld not believe: what - 
they ſaid, bur only {aid it, becauſe they! were reſaly's - 
giveniof the Truth"of i) that: was fo contrary"1as our / 
Saviour's was, to their Prejudioes,' Luſts,: and/W _ Z 

OA 


ly Intereſts ;' and-they could nor tellwhat e&l(c to 
To juſtifie themſelves' to the World. Buty:: 5th 
237512 051 HORS HEY 10009 611 of. brig” tt oft lo Nut. 


$494 Þ 2. If 


"Praiſe of Men more thay - 
the Praiſe of 'Godl. And) therefore T' thinki3t' molt - 
. probable, that they who attributed thoſe Miracles - 
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The Docrrine "of the Goſpel « 


2 Thel. 2+ n 


Mat. 14- 
Mark 6. 
Luke 9g. 
John 6, 


zhingsout of nothing; 


| bag If rheir Blafſphemy'in,z 1g buriSaviour's Mis 


racles to the power of the Devi/)was not meerly; mali+ 


| ious, 'twas}however,moſt evidently: groundleſs./For, 


(1) !Tho'»the Deal be:withhut doubt..of much 
giedter 'Power'ithar we are\arid;:\nnderſtanding; bet- 
.ter'than' we:do the Eorcerof \Natutal: Cauſes, can: do 
many'things'which/to-the Eyes: of Men may. appear 
Miraculous, 'becauſe-it'may be:paſt-their 'Ski |to-give 
an:Account'of them by. Napural Cauſes ;-there: is no 
reaſon however ta believe-/that he.can do/a true Mi- 
zacte'; that is;\;ithat he can ever; ;alter-the Caurſe of 
Nature; or «produce any. Efted but by the :Means of 
Natural: Cauſes, working>in ſuch a manner.” and. by 
ſuch: Laws-and: Rules: as:God: hath appointed-:; And 
therefore the 4po/tle calls thoſe ftrange- Appearances 
which'tare” gone: bye the. wotking. of Sarah: JAving 
Wonders. | The IYTOIOR 
: {Bur:they: were-iot Lying Wonders which were edone 
by” our Sauer; they did-not. only ſeem to be done, - 


_ but weredone, : and 'they; were Miracles not only in 


appearance! but bin--truth, © being many; of them ſuch 
EffeQs'as were evidently.” abovewand : beyond the 
'Poweroof Natures" anditherefore.ſuch+as could-not be 


 Yone but by! @ Power Superiqurito Nature, that i is, by 


:God's:” 

© For ky but the: ally; who.at- firſt brovght all 
could with: five Loaves,. and 
two lmall> Fiſhes; farisfie/the [Hunger of | more than 
five thouſand Perſons, leaving a Remainder of more | 


Than'twice the: number! of: Baskets-fullrof Fragments, 


Luk.7: a0 thar there:had/been. of Loaves at the firſt? Or who 
Joh.11:39:c. eguld xeftore. to/Life a (dead. 'Carka(s: that pegen to 


putrefie, -bur-:he ornly.:who firſt: forn'd: it: 'out of, the 


Duſt of the Ground ? Who could call back the departed 


* 


< Soul, 


"a 


well proved by the HisTory of it. 


21 


Soul, and fix it to its former Reſidence, but he only. 


into. whoſe Hands..it was: returned, and, who. firſt 
breathed into our Bodies theſe Immortal Spirits ? 
And as to ſome other of his Works which may be 
thought to be ſuch as might be produc'd by the work- 
ing of Nature only,” the manner in which they were 
done,  plainly- ſhews-that they alſo were done by a 
Power Superior/to: Nature; for thus, a Sick Man 
may. bereſtor'd to perfeQ Health, in time, and by. de- 
grees, by the uſe of. proper Medicines, and ſuch. a 
Cure we reckon Natural; But thoſe were plainly Su- 
per-natural- Cures which. were: wrought, as our  Sa- 
viour's for the moſt part were, without the: uſe of 


any Medicines, only by a Word ſpeaking, and many , 


times -at a great:diſtance.; and by which thoſe who 
had been long Sick or Infirm, or Cripples, were re- 
ſor'd to perfe& Health and; Strength in an inſtant of 
time... To ſuppoſe therefore; that the Devzl can thus 
at his Will alter the Courſe of Nature, -is to attribute 
to him ſuch a Power as is peculiar to the God of Na- 
ture, who only doth great Wonders. But 5 OI TTh 
(2.) 1f the Miracles of our Saviour had. been only 
| ſuchas we might reaſonably; think did not exceed the 
Devil's Power. to do, yet that they. were not wrought 
by his Help, and conſequently that they were:done by 
the Power of God, is abundantly evident from the De- 
-/ign of them ; which was. to. eſtabliſh a Do&trine. the 
moſt contrary” that could be. to the Devil's Intereſt. 


PC. 72, 18, 
136 4+ 


* 


For to this Purpoſe the. Son: of. Gad was manifeſted that « Joh. 3. 8. 
he might deſtroy the works of the Devil; and-hedid it, © © © 


by preaching to Men to turnfrom the vanities of Idols. to 


AQ. 14. 156 


the worſhip. and ſervice of :the Living God, who made T5. 1+, 


Heaven and Earth ; and .iby.teaching them. to deny, Un- 


godlineſs and Worldly Luſts,  andto live Soberly, Righte- 
ouſly and Godly in this preſent World, "Mow 


% 
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Tow the Pratt is erraitlly | as + ſubtle © as he is-pow- 
eifal, and therefore if he has” indeed any power to al- 
ter the courſe of Narure/and'to do a real Miracle, 
* would not, however, we may be ſure, make uſe 
of this Power againſt himſelf,he would not thereby aſ- 
Iſt another to Ffttoy his own Kingdom. And by this 

pit our Saviour himſelf clearly confuted this 
Calumny, 'in' Mr. xii. 25. When the Phariſees had 
faid That he'raft out Devils ; Beetzebub the Prince of 


the Devils ; ; "he anſwer d, very Kingdom divided a- 
nn if Satan 


"Wo 
DR own 


FR , FO: 
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L5GoY Bi Fora in [Gs Hands: "aid can 
1 | limit the wo | of the' Devi! and all 
<d Beings 25he pleaſes, would ever.permit the 
Devil to out-do himſelf in fuch wonderful Opera- 
tions ; io that more and greater Miracles ſhould be 
doneb by an Fa ch thanever had' been done before 
by any zrue Prophet ; which yet 'is manifeſtly the 
Caſe, af indeed our Savioar was an __ or. | 

2 Tim. 3.8, He ſufferd indeed Fannes and Fambres to withſtand 
* his Servants Mofes and Aaron for ſome time, and to' 
do, or_ ſtem to do ſome wonderful Works like to 
Ki, 7. 20, 1h. pol, Yor Aaron caſt his Rod upon the Ground and it 
: * * Became a Serpent, and ſo did they : And Aaron + ig 

Ex. 8. 6,7- out hu Hand over the Waters, and the Fr 

| end covered the Land; and the Magicians, 
their Inchantments, and br gbt A T1 wpon #, "and 


of Egypr. But tho" he Jul agicsans thus to 
contend 
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well proved bythe History of it. 


23 


<5 


contend with his Prophets, the Vidtory was clearly on 


his Prophet's ſide ; for Aaron's Rod ſwallowed up their Ex. 7-12, 
Rods ; and when the Magicians endeavour'd by ' their * 
Inchantments 7o bring forth Lice, as Aaron had done, 


they \could not ; bur were forced to'own before 


Pharaoh that it was the Finger of God; and from that 


time forward ſtrove no more for Victory. 
And thus it may be conſiſtent with the Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs of God, at any time, in order prope his Deut13.1,05c. 


People, and to know whether they love the Lord with af 
their Heart, to ſuffer the Sign or Wonder foretold by 


guiſh his - E/ef from Reprobates, to permit falſe 


 cerve the love of the Truth that they may be ſaved';” to 
let them alone to be deceived by that"wicked ove 
whoſe Coming is after the working of Satan, with af 
Power, and Signs and Lying Wonders, and with aff De- 


cerveableyeſs of Unrighteouſneſs in them that ' periſh. 


But it cannot, I think be reconciled to "theſe Afttri- 
butes' of God, _ that he ſhouſd permit \poger Won. 


ders, and more clear and undoubred Miracles to "he 


done by a falſe Prophet, than ever were done by any 
true Prophet; becauſe this would be too great a 


Trial for Humane Nature ; ſuch Signs and” Wonders 


would be fufficient-to deceive even thoſe that -eriguire 
after Truth with the greateſt ſincerity of Hearr. * And 
| cannot conceive it conliftent with the Goodaehs of 
God, to permit that ſuch as are of honeſt Minds, and 
ſincere Lovers of Truth, ſhould, aftera fair Examing- 


tion. of the” 'Proofs'on both ſides, have greater reg- 


fon ro embrace” Error hpi Truth; which yet + 
plainly have incaſe the Miracles done by 


; | | ><, Mat. 24- 24- 
an Inticer to [dvlatry to come 70 paſs 3 and to diſtin- NO OY 


Chrifts and falſe Prophets, to ſhew great Signs and Won: 2 Theſ. 2: $ 
ders; and in juſt Jucgmeot ypon ſuch as will #of*r7e- 97% 
3: 


He "Pro. 
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$4 phets be moreand greater than.haye been doneby any 
| true Ht woay unleſs the Falſeneſs of the Dodtrines 
which they would. thereby eſtabliſh be more evident 

than the. Truth of their Miracles.,. So that upon the 

whole; 1 think we may well conclude this Head, with 

thoſe Words of Nzcodemus..to our Saviour, Joh. ili. 2. 

IWe know (we are aſſured of it, we have no Reaſon to 


God he. ied bios, 


Joh. 2+ I9e 
Mat. 12. 40» 
161 4+ 


Ads 2.24. 32s 
Zo I$e« 4+ IO, 
TO. 4O0+ 1 3+3Os 


could raiſe the dead... 

>-When therefore this was-done,. (and it was done if 
the, Goſpel: Ziftory be'true), this was a, plain Seal ſet by 
God himſelf ro our Saviour's Teſtimony; . a.Sea/. not 
poflible to be Counterfeited, and wherein the Divine 


Power 
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ever" pp Yen upon; it; 'rmy t.'be fatisfied who 
Sealcit'is-+ So: that to 'grant-the Reforredtibg: of -our 
Saviour, and: yet to doubt. whether he'was- the- Perſon 
hegaveout:bimſelf, to be;..is to doubt: of the Zrurkio 
Ged himfalt;  for:granting our Saviour's:Reſurredion, 
it:can'tbe fupposdthat the was-an Impoſtor, without 
ſuppoſing that 6od.himſelf :did- conſent-to theiImpo- 
-ſture;:and work: the moſtevident Miracleithatever:was 
on on purpoſe: toperſwade/Men tobelieven: Rye; : 
all;mention-at preſent:but oneway more where: 
bay wn ex pleas'd:to confirm on Saviour's Ty 
of hiraſelf;; And.that. goon ls 4 Anke. - 
"014 By: OT of: 'thes Zlidy Glo, vbick/wit 
| caarihis Baptiſm, when'the: Holy Joves mk 


Ghap, deſcended\in manner as. a. D. DI 
en/hing;..: Oubala aj<>iperr Jays »theiwohithe ., 


Courſe: of þis:Moiſtry; for the Holy-Ghoſt not only / 
deſvended, but abode upon him: 'and. therefore :St.IPrz,/ 

ſpeaking of of. him; ſays that Tos ——_ hin with "AR.10.38,- 
o -andipith. Pavers; yarn bento 


chiefly: pi Was age to-him after © 
his ons into. Heaven;! and wasan: evident Token 8 
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--And- this Teſtimony of the ZZely-Ghoft' our ' Saviour 
promis'd before ſhould be given to him ;- Fob. xv.-26, 
When-the Comforter is come, whom TI will ſend unto: you 
from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth which proceed- 
-eth' from the ' Father; he ſhall teſtifie of me: And+the 
Teſtimony. indeed was very plain and tull; . for by this 
it clearly -appear'd that alt his former Miracles had 
been true, and had been wrought by a divine Power, 
when even after he had- left this World, he was ſtill 
able:to make good this Promiſe: to his Diſciples, and 
- toempower them-to do greater Works '1n: his Name, 
than he himſelf had done while he was living upon 
Earth; This was a clear-Demonſtration that he was 
the beloved Son of the Father; and was, ..as St. Peter 

Ad2 33-'. lays, exalted at God's right hand; when he did- ſhed 
forth that wonderful power uponchis xpof{er,:of which 
* All that then.dwelt in Feraſalzm, or: had come thither 
from all parts of the World to Worſhip, were:Eye 

and Ear-Witneſles. \ ads: Sad fot ont 
_ And this Zeftimory of the:Zoly-Ghoſt was: given, to 
our Saviour, not- at that time-only,-notone Day and 
no;more, /but was continu'd' tobegiven'to him all the 
time of the Apoſtle's - Preaching, (who were alfo-en- | 
AR. 2. 38.8. abled to communicate to others /by laying on of Hands, 
17: 10. 44-19. the fame Miraculous : Gifts of the Holy-Ghoſt which 
- they: themfelves had receiv*d) until- they had finiſh'd 
-+3 ..-.- their Miniſtery, and planted Chriſtian Churehes in 
%, all the Countries-of the then known World. ; 

Thus 1 have briefly mention'd! the- great Evidence 
_ thatithe —_—N flory affords of: the Truth of our-Sa- 
viour's :Zeftimony ' of himſelf #\-the* Matters of Fatt." I 
have taken for granted, : as being parts of the\Gofpel- 
 Efiftoryz" the: Truth of  which\has- been,” 1 Hopez"ak 
ready ſufficiently. provid; andthe Evidence it _ 
| at Oo 


_ well proved bythe Hisrory of is. - 


.- 


hb 
—— 


{6-clear and full,” that thought it needleſs/to open it 


in'more Words than I have'done ; for that the Teſti- - 


mony which God did by all theſe ways give to our $a- 
wiour, isa rational Inducement to believe the Truth 
of what he ſaid concerning himſelf, is what I think, 
can't be doubted by thoſe" that allow themſelves any 
time to conſider things. - © bes 

This I'm ſure I may fay, . that if this ſtrong Evi- 
dence that the Goſpel-Hiſtory affords of our Saviour's 
divine Miſſion be not ſufficient to prove it, there ne- 
ver yet has been ſufficient Evidence of the Trath of 
any divine Revelation; IT had almoſt faid, nor ever 
can'be, | but that T know it is not for us to ſay, what 
Infinite Power and Wiſdom can' do. 


But as ſome Jews in our Saviour's time faid, - when Joh. 7. 3: 


Chrift cometh, will he do more Miracles thas theſe which 
this' Man hath done ?' So Tray ask, \and'l believe” it 
will be very difficult to make anſwer to it, when Chriſt 
cometh (if indeed he be not already come, if indeed 
that Jeſus on whom we believe be not he) how ſhall 
we do to kriow him? What greater Aſſurance can he 
- give us that he is the Chri/t,'than Feſus: hath given ? 


What better Reaſon can' we ever [have to'believe any | 


Meſſenger that ſhall be ſent from God, than we have 
to believe our Saviour 7 OO No! 

For we have as 'much Reaſon,- (ſuppoſing the Goſpel. 
Hiftory to be trae) to believe-him tobe ſent from God, 
as we have to believe anything; we'areas ſecure that 
we are not deceiv'd iti h7m, as'we are that we/are not 
deceiv'd in the plaineſt Matters of ſenſe. * Forthe beſt, 
the only ſecurity that we have that our ſenſes do” yo. 
deceive'us, andthat every thing in"rhe World'is not 
aite otherwiſe than it! appears to'uis to be, 'is the 
zoodneſs of God ; "and 4s feeurity « we tave flint 
> 2 we 
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we-are not 'deceiv'd- in our-Savioeur's divine- Miſſion. 
Nay we'are more ſecure! of this than we are of that ; 
becauſe it is more-plainly-inconfiſtent with. the Good- _ 
neſs of God, to deceive us in a Matter on which our 
everlaſting Welfare depends, :than-in Matters-only 'of 
this Life, which are-the' chief things for which” our 
bodily Senſes are of uſe to us.:-And if indeed we-are 
.deceiv'd in our Saviour, it muſt be faid that God him- 
ſelf has deceiv'd us, having given us all the Reaſon 
imaginable to believe him to be, -as he ſaid he was, the 
Son of God.” in oft ana nod pf ate qr) 
.- And:now having been ſo large'in'ſhewing the Zv- 
dence that. there is fromthe Matters of Fatt recorded 
in the Z7iſftory of the New Teſtament, - that. our Saviour 


| himſelf was a Teacher ſent from God, | ſhall not need to 


ſpend -much. time -in ſhewing- that. his Apo/t/es' were 
likewiſe. 'Commiſſon'd by. God to inſtrutt+ the World ; 
and conſequently that we- ought alſo to receive all the 
Doctrines taught by them (whether in their Epsles, 
or. in their. Diſcourſes, interwoven by St. Luke with 
his Z7iftory of their Ad5) as true and divine; for—— 
- 1, There is plrinly no} Reaſon'why we ſhould not 
receivethem.as ſuch z becauſe. theyare the very. ſame 
that our Saviour-taught, -and #o other... Some, Points 
of Chriſtian Do@rine are indeed:-more. la gely EX- 
Plaind and-handled by. the Apoſtles in. their þ piſtles, 
than they are in thoſe Diſcourles of our Saviour, that 
are recorded by.the EZvangeli/ts; but between.the. Do- 


- x 


#rines taught by our Lord himſelf,” and thoſe taught 
by the 4poſtles, there is ſuch- a perfeQt ZZarmony and 
Agreement, | that if we had: only- their own Word, for 
it,; that they ſpake, and wrote. by. the . Inſpiration. of 
the Spirit, - we might ſecurely; believe them; tor. tho: 
one Man may, without Inſpiration, fay the ſame.thing 


well proved by the HisTary of it. 


which another: before him has ſpoken by . Inſpiration ; 
| yet if the ſecond fays: that he alſo is inſpu'd, there can 
no Hurt, tho? there may bea Miſtake inbelieving 
him ; ſeeing whether, the Man was Inſpir'd or-no, tis 
certain that the Dofrine was. But, .. . 
- 2+: If there beany DoQtrines taught by the 4po/es, 
which we do not -ſee were taught before. by our Sa- 
viour, I ſay there is however from the Zi/tory of the 
Goſpel, Evidence enough of their divine Miſſion allo ; 
ſo that wegnay very ſecurely take upon their Credit, 
as. true and divine, any DodQtrine which they have 
inſtructed us in. For, _ | = 
(1.) That they were ſent by our Savzour, is paſt 
all- Diſpute, if the Goſpel Z5/tory be true ; Foh. xx. 2.1. 
As my Father hath ſent me, ſo ſend I you ; and again, 
Mat. xXviii. 19, 20. Go ye and diſciple all Nations, 
Baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Sou 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve all things 
whatſoever I bave commanded.you.. And that he'had 
Authority to grant them ſuch a Commiſſion, he ſhews 
in the words before ; 4/7 Power z given unto me in Hea-. 
«ven and in Earth; Go ye therefore aud teach\all, Na- 
toms; ic; And, To ge rt COT ps 
- (2.) That they were 7aught by God, and enlightned 
by his 2doly Spiri, -is what can't be doubted, If, we 
believe. the power of our Saviour, ;and the Truth, of 
the Goſpel; for before our Lord went from" them! "be 
breathed on them, and ſaid, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt : 
And.to what Purpoſes the Holy- Ghoſt was'to' be Hiveg. 


them, he had told them -before ;..7he Comforter whic 


$42; 
be ſhall teach you all thingsg. and "bring all things. to Yu 
- Remembrance mhatſowver Þ have Jail urs you” A” 
when (he, the Sþi 
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x the Holy Ghoſt 4 ori will ſend in 
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It of Truth.3s come, he will guide you Johs 16 134+ 
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zuto PF Tr IF Tas Hcrefore this tavght by the Spirit 
of Truth, our Saviour might weltfay as he does, Luke 
x. 16. He that heareth you, heareth me; and he that 
deſpiſerh'you, deſpiſeth me'; and he that \deſpiſeth me, de- 
ſpiſeth him that ſent me. Ara," 

*(3.) Laſtly ; We have all the” reaſon in the World 
to receive them as Meſſengers from God, and to believe 
that all that they have raught'is the Will of God, be- 
cauſe they had they/qme Atreftation of God to the cruth 
of rheir DoQtrine, that:our Saviour himiſel#had to his. 
Fdo not mean that God dit bear them Witneſs a2 thoſe 
ways by which he bare witneſs to our Saviour," for 
that could not be; but he bare witneſs to them all 
thoſe ways by which it was proper for, him to do ir, 
and by which he .had born wittteſs' to any former 
Prophets. _ 

; 'For he bare witneſs to them that they were ſent by 
mugs 22 him, by the Teſtimony of our Saviour, as he had done 
fo our Saviour by the Teftimony of John: And if the 

y of a Prophet was credibh e concetning our 
Savii our, :much more Is the Teſtim ar of the vi of 
hs highly credible concerning. a fſeriger fent by* 

= 
_1 Hig bare witneſs to them alſo by eaduing them with 
Joty'16. 13- the. Tf « f Prophecy ; : for when the Spirit os Truth is 
Ss ome vi be aA Saviour, - ;he will hew You. things to 
i 4 « haftly, he baſs witneſs to them, by that W hich 
: moſt þ and axle ps of a divine Mif- 


A Pers racles, and manifold 


14 worked with thaw 
Op wo wh Is Megs Wes f: 


* Apoſtles a 5 of rhe (Sr _ the” Lord Fe Fl 


well ' proved, by the HisrorY of Be. 31 


Ana the greater part of the Hiſtory offs? "Ats of the 
Apoſtles is ag in relating the whnddfal Works that 
they did, by the Name of Jeſus, and the Power of 
the Eoly-Gho Caf, in confirmation of the Truth of their 
Dodtrine. * . : 
But Sr. Paul (perhaps it will be faid) of whoſe Wri. ; 
ting are moſt of the Epifles, was not one of them, + 
not called by our Saviour to be an Apoſtle as they * 
were, nor ſo mach as an Eye and Ear-witneſs of our 
Lord's Miracles and | Do&trine;” what Reafon 'then 


' have we to receive bis” Writings as Portions of Holy . 


Scriptare.? 

I anſwer, as good, tho' not-in every particular juſt. 
the ſame that we have to receive the Frmvgs of the - 
other 4 aftles as fuch;” 

For he was Converted, and Ordair?d to bean Apes - 


le, in a more wonderful manner than they.were; as 


you may ſee in As 9. 

And as our Lord himſelf Fave witnefs to therr Di> 
vine Miſſion, ſo he did atfo to his; Ads in. 1 5. He 7s. 
fays our Lord, ' a. choſes PeſſeÞ unto. me, to ber "my 


Name before. the Gentiles, a be ih { the Children 


of Tſraet. 


_ him alfo' as, well as to them, «& Spirit fore- _— 204055 


| thew' things to, tome; ſeveral Proofs.of which, os Th rr 
I ,CFes * 


may obſerve in the” Fiſtbry of the 4tts,” and | inn its IT ox 


Epiſtles. + <a LEY 
And Laſtly; "its Speedy and his Profit BEN 3 MM, « Cor. 2. 4- 
theirs, in Demonſtration 0 2g Spirit, an, DE © 00: Xs Ob 
In'bam all the' Signs A an Apoſtle-were ex ws 0 tebs 
than in. thetn, 'v32., 'Sighs 209 wr d mighty 
Deeds. * And of him, witt 1 Bak 7 Gp 
is that St Lube Tpeaks,” | 0 Loy 
£99 Teftimony to. the "OE of his Grace, jo? pre 
Signs 


32 _.The DocTRrNEof, the, 


Signs, and Wan one by their Hands... And the 
fue. part-of fi Yiſtory. © Fihe, ,Aﬀts, from the 1946 
Chapter:to.the:End, contains little elle but an account 
of, St. Paul's, Preaching, and of, the Miracles that were 
done by the Power of God to confirm the Trurh of h/s 
HS het. if mg belicgs. the GoſpetHiftory, 
| , More doubt þ ER_R Million and In: 
{prationthan we. can of 7 hetrs.;. we. muſt: conclude, 
that if they ths fs Fe4: Was 1p. 3. that-if zþ vey were 
2 Cor, 11. 23+ ers 0 - UCH.AS.11.no- 
mh - re el r20 - ke #7 05g Apa a ſo that 
2 con OP: po fave; as much Reaſon to believe hzs 
Writivgs to be.Inſpired, as we have theirs. ..__. 
And now by all that hath been ſaid, 1 hope, I have 
fully made good the Point I was to. prove 5: vzz. That 
if the Matters: of pa ape 1 the New Teſtament ' 
are. true, the fare ſuf ff ient Proofs of the Truth, and di 
wine Authori all*the Do#rines... that are therein 
raught;. Pogo by Cong preſet 4 Gofr es 
For 1t. true that they. were;/ent by God to.: 
the Wl, declare the Will of Ged to. Mag 
Gal, at _ were, 15 ſufficiently prov'd by 
their fad: tg Letters, which we have now peruſed 
- and, examin 9. we pn no gy Toms the wrath - 
"= th hic , as t ejſengers A 
'Goc have deliverd. tous in, his Fe: me,..than if 
God himſelf uttering the ſame y. 2 Foice 
, from Hes So. that 1 cannot but perſwade my. ſelf 
that the Prof which have been offerd in-the forego- 
pg Diſcourſe of the 7; Tub of all the 1 vdrines. that are 
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F; Fs to: convince ' 


. well proved by the HisTory of it. 


And therefore this,” I think, is the only thing that 
can'with any ſhew of Reaſon be pretended by-any:Per- 
fon. to juſtifie his not receiving the Golpel as a divine 
Revelation, viz, That the.Matter of it, in ſome Part 
culars;'? is ſuch as: will-not admit of any "Proof at all ; 
becauſe no Arguments can- make 'a thing credible, 
which \in-ie-ſelf is incred7be.'': And ſuch," it may be 
pretended, ſome of the: Chriſtian Dodtrines are which 
are taught in the New Tefnery; and raed g the 
Dottrine. bf. the.\Zriwity, 

Andithat .rhis Doarine: is cleaty eaupht in thie 
New: Teſtament," weifreely grant; - But-why ſhould! it 
be-deem'd incredible >/ Does it unply a: Contradiction 2 
Can they that except-againlſt it, ' or againſt the Goſpet- 
Revelation upon the: Account of it; ſhew: that it is 1m- 
poſtible irſhould be true? 'Can'they demonfirate thar 
'tis impoſſible for an-Infinite and-Eterhal Being to be- 


get a Son-in his own Likeneſs, »:tbe brightneſs ' of his Heb. r. 3. 


Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon 2 Or can they 
ſhew-itto be impoſlible that there: ſhould be a third 
Perfon-proceeding|from both theſe 2: : i 2. 

No, . perhaps they'll fay ;5 But that theſarkvee ſhould 
be one, as the Scripture teaches, 7har, 'they' think, - EX- 
ceeds-all the Meaſures of Belief; that, they: can't but 
think a manifeſt Contradidon.- 

i, But: why fo 2! Do'the Chri/zans hold, or: does! the 
Soraprurk fay; that- they are three atid” one in the: ſame 
reſpett > does it' ſay that the ow2: God is'thiee' Gods;'-'or 
that thoſe three whom it ſpeaks'of as three diftinit'Per- 
ſens, aſcribing perſonal Acts'to each.of them, are never- 
theleſs but ove ſingle) Perſonr No, it only' (tells us: ity 
general that theſe three are One. But how'thby/art 
Zhree, or! how they are" Ove 3 wherein/conſifts! their 
5: and wherein their Unity, 'it ſays wy - 
E ea 


The /DocTRINE. of the Goſpel: 


_ Pal. 131, 1. 


leaſt not very-plainly. And1thiak4tthedatclt Courſe 
in-ſuch high/Matters, in Matters ſo:much: #00 high: for 


us, | uot to exerciſe. our. felves,. nor. to- pretend . to be 


Wiſe. above what is: written. 

If - therefore there be:no- Contradiftion') in the: Do- 
arine of a7? rinity #n:Unity;;: (a8 there! is' not1unleſs we 
fay that -God'-is One. and\Three-in the ſame. Reſp) 
that's enough; that's: all that-needs to be ſaid-upon 
this Occaſion. |. For tho' we-may '(as indeed. we. muſt) 
allow it to be an incomprehenfible. Myſtery;i there is 10 
Reaſon to:Cavilat.the Goſpe|-Revelatiin, :of:to deny 
it to be a true: divihe Revelation-upon this Account. -* 

For-we live in a; World of Myferies; we mult be- 
Leda Myfteries.3n abundance whether we [will or no; 
L mean; there:are:ſome) Truths /ſo-yery plain even to 
our, Reaſon that'; we camt:daubr: of-them;':and yet fo 
very high-and:M9/{er ious, that wecan.no. more fathom 


- them than we-can-the Dodtrine of the 7 rinity. k 


For thus; that: Marter is wot Eternal, we are as fure 
almoſt as wR:are of any thing;cifar. Matter could-not 
exiſt of it ſelf 3 and yet: aan ſthould:he made 
out:of mothing;: 15:98 — nfible;by:us, ,-as 'tis 
how, the:Q»e-nindivided does nednaly, mr—_ 
18 the: Father, Son and Holy Gyoſe.. nicole : 

And thus again, thatGod'is Eternal we are.certain 
by: Reaſon; 7 byGod+ we mean{the firſt!Cauſe of 
all,\ and-he; who. was firſt could have.none before-him) 


- and: yet:that any thing dhould. oe; without-a Cauſe of 


its\Exiftence-isunaccountable ; and: if we-werenot ſure 
that:it-muſt;- be; ſo,, we ſhould be: oy to.ſay-that. it 
þ wh __ a 4rd k Gonltndtinn 4 that i it 
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give no Account of-by 'our Reafon; and I think, "ris 
very hard that we will not receive an incomprehenſi- 
ble Doctrine, upon the Credit of a very plain and well 
atteſted Divine'Revelation, as'well as we:do and muſt 
do the ſame upon the Evidence of Natural Reafon.'|: 

'-Efpecially conſidering. the ,Subjef#- of this incompre: 
henſible Doctrine; - which is the Eſſence or Subſtance 
of God, who is an [finite Being and ſo muſt needs:be 
incomprehenſible by our finite Underſtandings ;; by our 
Underſtandings, Ifay, whichare fo very;/>a/ow, that 
] believe I may truly ſay, we underſtand notithe EZ 
ſence 'or Subſtance of any thing. ' For we underſtand 
not what is the Eſfence or Subſtance of ' Matter or. Body, 


tho' it be a thing that-all our Senſes are continually 


exerciſed about j' all-that we know of it,”.is- ſome: Pro- 
perties or Ac#idonts thereof; that it'is ſomething. (but 
what we know not) that has Figure and Dimenſions, 
that is hard; - ſoft, fixd; * fluid-.or the like. . And we 


underſtand no more, but rather leſs, what the Efence 


or Subſtance of aur Sout'is;" all- thattweknow'of it,” is, 
that*tis ſomething thar:rbinks,.vand becauſe! it:thinks 
we know 'it* muſt 'be /omerbingy: 'and beriute-none\ of 
thoſe Properties which we: obſerve in\Matter,.\:have 
any Relation at" all to Thought, -we- conclude: that-the 
thinking Soul 1s an immaterialSomething; ;.tho' what-is 
immaterial cannot-be” explain'd-by us, unleſs we.could 
fay what is material. © iis 19 ah aaa ara vb 


' Seeing therefore (as the Wiſe Hebrew ſpeaks) we do Wild. g. 16 


hardly gueſs aright at things that are upon Earth, aud 
with Labour do find out the things that are before us; is 
it any wonder that we cannot ſearch out, and fully 
know and comprehend the things that are in Heaven? 
tf we are not able*to underftand'even our own Eſſence, 
and how by an ineffable Union of Spirit with Ms 

es 


| "The Doonan of rhe ( of 


the whole together becomes one; Man 3 3:16, 3AnY, Wan- 
Job 11+7- der; that by all bur Searching we: caunotgfnd,o (God, 
| that we cannot: find out the Almighty into Perfe jon? 
And::wwhat: hath been: thus briefly Bid. 1s; 1 hope, 
ſufficient! to :ſhew ores a -Dixine! Revelation hit 


To Concludevall theteldt6þi A Grip and ba 
Apoftles:continually Preaching tous inthe Books, of the 

Jam. 1. 21,24 New 7eſtwinent;; Lat us (as the Text;fays): bear chew ; 
Let, us Reverence theſe; Sacred -Writio gs as the Oracles 
of God, rand receive. with Meekwefs { becengrafted Word, 


which as: able to: ſave: our" Souls, - 'But-let us be Doers of | 
; the Ward, . and -not *Hearers only, deceiving OKr OR | 
bt : ſetves.. +For,::\(as the! Apeele argues, ;x 343-85 &) 
; | Frks Meng ſpobes' by: Abgels-20as,: and 
: mand Diſobeditnet receiv d a juſt Recpnpenre 
| of Rewards How ſhall we eſcape, if\we- ried 
: pens #bich ar the of veg ay. [rs poten the 
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